‘ SOCIEVEN, Deafblind of Venezuela: 15 years Wil

EN ALLION

Jamsary 20th s our 15th anniversary of existence, which is a parfect moment to make a ratrospective of our
achievements and ourevolution as an organization.

SOCIEVEM, Deafblind of Venezuela, is a non-profit association founded in 1995 by Maria Luz Neri de
Troconis. As a member of Deafblind intermational (Dbd), SDCIEVEN aims to improve commusnication skills and
quality of life of deafiblind people and their families

In 1255, Deafbdindneass was an unknown condition fior the affected and the community in
general. Through great efforts we raised an organization that now in days manages four
of the most important programs for deafblindness inVenezuela: "Mational Met SOCIEVEN
and Rehabilitation Based on the Community”, " Capadtating and Assistantship to Parents,
Professicnals and Institutions, "Give Knowladge about Deafblindness”and “Five Sensesin
Action (55A), this last one created by Tactus Production for SOCIEVEN. Deafblindress has
grown to be 3 reality in a positive way, and the deafblind people have now been under-
stood as people who even though do not see or hear {some with visual and awditory

remiains,) have the possiblity of communuicatinglyy different means and a great potential to be integrated
efficiently in different areas.

In the last fifteen years, S0CIEVEN has located 678 deafblind people, among these children, youngsters
and adults of congenital or acquired origin. Has diagnosed 444 new cases, educated 3,320 professionals, parents
and students, and has supported 465 deafblind people in special institutions of the Depariment of Education in
16 states. The goals set for 2015 are to diagnose and assist comectly the 4.000 estimated deafbdind people in owr
courtry.

It is important o highlight that our collaborators are an essential
part of this project that strives towards aVenezuela with better possibilities
for disabled people. Our group of almost 1.000 ambassadors {artists,
athletes, social communicators, businessmen, photographers, etc), allied
companies and institutions, state promoters, mediators, volunteers and
media that have supported us from the first moment that we decided to let
people know about deafblindness.

SOCIEVEN is going to celebrate its anniversary throughout the entire year.
The organization started off 2010 with the publication of the "Guide to support Deafbfindness™ with the help and
suppart of Polar Foundation. This guide is the first Venezuelan publication about deafblindness that is designed to
family and professionals in order o inform and offer simpde tooks to work with this community in our country. In
the same way, S0CIEVEN is going to initiate the Spedialization in Deafblindness and Multiple Dissabifities in
Venezuela in the Pedagogical Experimental Libertador University UPEL that has the support of Intemational
Program Hilton Perkins, the Christoffel Blindenmission (CBM) and the Spedal Group ICEVL It also creatas the
Genericalty Laboratory for people with Usher Syndrome in the Orient University (UDO) located in the state of
MNueva Esparta; thanks to the Organic Science Law, Tachnology and innowation (LOCTR; that is supportad by Fund
of Property Values, LOPCO of Wenezuela, and Property and Yalues Caracas and the Corporation OFL

Cwr calendar “Frve Senses in Action 2010 with the actress Elba Escobar and a congenital deafblind child,
Yuralbis Confreras in the cover, continues to make an impactin the public about deafblindness. SOCIEVEN will also
be teaching braille this year, manuzl alphabet and typewriting (dactilologic) as 3 communication system fior deaf-
bfind people.



Ower caliendar "Five Senses in Action 2010" with the actress Elba Escobar and a congenital
deafblind child Yuralbis Contreras in the cover, continwes to make an impact in the public abowt
deafblindnass. SOCIEVEN will also be teaching braille this year, manual alphabet and typewriting
{dactitologic) as a communication system for deafblind people.

We have to emphasize the partidpation of Anabella Troconis during thesa last 5 years.
Actress, producer and leader of the Deafblind Ambassadors, and creator of the “Five Senzes in
Action” program, who's philosophy is:"the vision and audition of the artist, the touch and the
serse of smell of the deafblind people” As a gift after 15 years, Tactus Pro and Infocus Prodwction
has given us a beawtiful documentary that resumes cur work in images and testimonies that you
can-enjoy in the following link:  hatpefwwwyoutube comiwatchfv=pHD{CP2vPo

With all this said, we beqgin the year of our anniversary full of joy and strength, starting the year with our
mission o improve the communication and quality of life of the deafblind people in Verezuela. This is 2 great
OppEortunity to express our gratitude to all the staff that has been a part of S0CIEVEN, to the national and interna-
tional institutions that have supported us through all these years, to the parents, professionals, deafiind children
and adudts in our country and the Latin-American region, o the population we have benefited and will continue
fodo s0.

Maria Luz Meri de Troconis
SOCIEWVEN Director
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